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Warm greetings from the Europe Regional Office! 
 
ERC Updates:  
After an enthusiastic ERC meeting in January this past winter, there are many 
changes we would like to highlight. First, we would like to once again announce 
our new chair-person, Mirka Bukovinska (Ukraine), who has accepted her two 
year mandate. Her guidance, leadership and passion for WSCF-E have been 
proven even in the short time that she has been in her role. We also would like 
to announce our new WSCF Executive Committee representative for the 
European Region, Marco Fornerone (Italy). The ERC also elected two new 
proxies to the ExCo, Sofie Eriksen (Denmark) and Max Karrasch (Germany). We 
would like to welcome everyone into their new positions!  

Office Transitions: 
So far, 2010 has been a year of transitions for the WSCF-E and Inter-Regional offices. European Regional Secretary, Jooa 
Vuorinen, has announced that it is her time to leave the WSCF-E this coming autumn. We wish her the best of luck in the 
future and thank her for her dedication and hard work over the past three years. We also welcome Rachael Weber back 
to the staff team, as she has agreed to continue her work with WSCF-E coordinating the Lingua Franca ecumenical 
leadership programme, working part-time in the spring and autumn 2010 and full-time during the summer months. The 
Federation will also be saying farewell to Michael Wallace, Co-Secretary General, this spring, as he has been called home 
to New Zealand to serve his church. We would like to thank him for all his work and commitment to the movement and 
wish him the all the best in the coming years.   

Past Events:  
Staff and Officers Meeting: 
From 21-25 March, staff and officers of local SCMs were invited to their annual meeting in Lund, Sweden. Our gracious 
hosts, KRISS, invited the group to visit their local SCM office, student collective and weekly prayer meeting. It was an 
excellent opportunity for the dedicated SCM staff and volunteers to meet each other and the regional staff and learn 
more about the work everyone is doing. The group discussed fundraising strategies, recruitment techniques and how to 
develop a strategic plan. One outcome is that in the future an internal newsletter will be sent to each SCM announcing 
upcoming events, linking the movements together.   
Religion, Ethics and Politics - God and the Use of Power: 

We have just wrapped up our latest WSCF-E Theological Conference, 13-19 
April in Berlin, Germany, which was a perfect venue for examining this topic. 
The event gathered together 43 participants, including two inter-regional 
participants, for a week of deep discussions, bible studies, lectures, worships, 
and workshops. Some of the highlights from the event were a question and 
answer session with the vice-president of the Parliament, Wolfgang Thierse; a 
tour of the Reichstag and of Martin Luther Memorial, a church with 
architecture reflecting the Third Reich and Nazi regime; and a panel 
discussion by Lawrence Mashungu (Zimbabwe) and Kristine Valerio 
(Philippines) outlining the activism in their SCMs. 
The participants created an inclusive community and had many opportunities 

to learn from one another. Participant led workshops ranged widely from examining how the church engages in global 
development work to the decline of spirituality in Belarus. There was also a diverse set of lecturers: Jan Branislav 
(Slovakia) spoke on the philosophical development of Liberation Theology; Alessia Passarelli (Italy) spoke on the 
relationship between migration, religion, church and the politics. Peter Lodberg (Denmark) lectured on the relationship 
of the Church and State in Europe throughout history and the political action taken throughout the history of the World 



 

 

Council of Churches. Marco Fornerone, Jaso Pössi, and Mirka Bukovinska led 
the participants in three bible studies on liberation theology, Empire and the 
Church, and Images of God. A Klezmorkester band from Denmark also joined 
the group to lead a musical workshop on God and music and helped 
celebrate the final evening of the conference.   

Upcoming Opportunities and Events: 
Senior Friends and Student Gathering at the 2010 Kirchentag:  
13 May 2010 – Munich, Germany 
The Student Christian Movement Germany - ESG, and WSCF-E warmly invite 
you to a gathering of students and Senior Friends at the ESG Munich on 13 
May 2010, at 7:30 pm. We would like to use the opportunity to bring everyone together for an informal sharing between 
past and current generations of students and SCM and WSCF staff. We would kindly ask you to let us know of your 
participation in the gathering, by 7 May 2010, via email to Vassiliki Chryssikopoulou, esg@bundes-esg.de. This will help 
us in preparations, though reservations are not required.  
Consultation on the Eucharist:  
11-16 June 2010 - Kiev, Ukraine 
We are called by Christ “to be One”, to be in communion with one another. Yet divisions are most deeply revealed in 
this – our sacred, most intimate sacrament – in the sharing of the Bread and Cup. This consultation will gather young 
people from diverse cultural and denominational backgrounds, from Europe and beyond, to dialogue together on the 
topic of the Eucharist. We will study the past and the present, and dream towards the future. Though the deadline for 
applications is has passed there are still spots available for students in particular countries. Email 
wscflinguafranca@gmail.com for more information as soon as possible!  
Stop Being Silent!:  
25-30, August 2010 – Minsk, Belarus 
This training will be the third in our 3 year project, Stop Being Silent!: Identifying, Preventing and Overcoming Domestic 
Violence. Participants will be invited to engage in workshops, lecture, worships and discussions examining economic 
pressures and gender structures that lead to human trafficking, especially as they relate to the local context of the 
venue. More information about the event and application deadline can be found at our website or by emailing 
wscflinguafranca@gmail.com. 

Mozaik Call for Articles:  
God and Use of Power:  
Following the theme of the Berlin Conference we are now inviting submissions for Mozaik 25. This issue will be a forum 
to look at contemporary issues in both Europe and in the world, such as religion and state, ethics and politics, liberation 
theology, migration, and gender to understand the relationship between Power, Religion and Political Society. The 
deadline for contributions is: 30 June 2010. 

Stop Being Silent!:  
In 2007, WSCF-E began a three year project, “Stop Being Silent! Identifying, 
Overcoming and Preventing Domestic Violence”. The first seminar in this 
programme was held in Nitra, Slovakia in August 2008, the second in Novi Sad, 
Serbia in July 2009 and the last will be held in the summer of 2010. This 
publication seeks to follow-up this three year project. The deadline for 
contributions is: 15 September 2010. 
For more information, the official call for articles and information about 
subscribing to Mozaik, please visit www.wscf-europe.org. If you decide to 
contribute, please inform the editors of your interest as soon as possible at 
wscfmozaik@gmail.com. 


